U S. ARW CORPS OF ENG NEERS
NASHVI LLE DI STRI CT

DRAFT
FI NDI NG OF NO SI GNI FI CANT | MPACT

Wat er Supply Storage Real |l ocation
Center H Il Lake
DeKal b, Putnam Wite and Warren Counti es, Tennessee

1. Public Law 85-500 (1958 Ri vers and Harbors Act)
authorized the U S. Arny Corps of Engineers to include
Muni ci pal and Industrial (M& ) water storage in reservoir
projects and to reallocate storage in existing reservoirs
fromother uses to M& uses, provided that the project’s
aut hori zed purposes are not affected. Center H Il Lake,
wi th authorized project purposes of flood control and
hydroel ectric power production, has been in operation since
1949. Currently two nmunicipality water intakes have been
allowed in Center H Il Reservoir w thout having water
supply contracts. In addition, there are two ot her
requests for water wthdrawal .

2. As a long-termneans to address water supply demand,
the Nashville District proposes to reallocate sone
reservoir storage for M& water supply based on
hydr ol ogi cal studies conducted for the Reall ocati on Report
for Water Supply Storage on Center Hi |l Reservoir,
Tennessee (2001). A total of 9401.0 acre-feet of water
stored in the hydropower pool would be reallocated to water
supply. Under this scenario of storage reallocation, the
maxi mum reservoir drawdown that woul d be experienced during
extrenme drought conditions would be approximately 0.5 foot.

3. Pursuant to ER 200-2-2, Policy and Procedures for

| mpl enent i ng NEPA, an Environnental Assessnment (EA) for the
proposed wat er supply storage reallocation alternative and
the no action alternative are evaluated in the EA
Utilization of ground water sources, purchasing of water
fromother entities, and constructing anot her dam and
reservoir were alternative neans of neeting water supply
demand that were evaluated in the previously nentioned
Real | ocati on Report. These alternatives were not found to
be feasible fromtechnical, permtting, and cost/benefit



considerations; therefore, they were elimnated from
further evaluation in this EA

4. The EA indicates that the proposed water storage

reall ocation is environnentally sensitive to the natural
resources of the reservoir area and would all ow the M
users to neet existing and future water requirenents in the
nost cost-effective manner. The maxi mum 0. 5-foot reservoir
drawdown that would be rarely experienced during extrene
drought conditions would result in mnor, short-term

i npacts on other uses or environnmental resources. The no
action alternative, in order to conply with Public Law 78-
534, would cause M&l wusers to discontinue wthdrawals and
find other sources of water. Meeting requested water
demands of the area could be restricted if alternative
sources of water are significantly nore costly.

5. The proposed water supply storage reall ocation was
coordinated with the U S. Fish and Wldlife Service (USFW5)
and the Tennessee Wl dlife Resources Agency (TWRA), under
the Fish and Wldlife Coordination Act (FWCA) (48 Stat.

401, as anended; 16 U.S.C. 661 et seq.). During project
scopi ng, the USFW5 stated that inpacts to fish and wildlife
resources and the public use thereof would be negligible.

6. The proposal is in conpliance with Section 106 of the
Nati onal Historic Preservation Act (NHPA). The Tennessee
Hi storical Conm ssion concurred by letter during the
scopi ng process that the project would have no effect upon
Nat i onal Register of Historic Places listed or eligible
properties.

7. A Scoping/Public Notice describing the project
alternatives was issued on January 7, 2000 with an
anendnent issued January 24, 2000. The notice was sent to
| ocal, state, and federal governnental agencies with
responsibilities for activities within the study area and
those that have an interest in the project. Oher than

t hose previously nentioned, witten responses received

i ncl ude the foll ow ng:

The Sout heastern Power Adm nistration addressed two
i ssues of concern: the proposed anmount of water supply
storage reallocation being within the Nashville District
Engi neer’s discretionary reallocation authority and review
of net hodol ogy used in determ ning revenue collected and
applied to Power debt repaynent to offset inpacts of



reall ocation. These issues are addressed in the full Water
Supply Storage Real |l ocati on Report.

Copies of the draft EA or a Notice of Availability are
being distributed to the governnent agencies as |isted
above and any others with special interest or have
requested a mailing. Al conments received will be
considered in finalizing the EA

8. Floodpl ai n and Hazardous, Toxic or Radi ol ogi cal Waste
concerns are not applicable to the proposed water storage
reall ocation. Additionally, the proposed project is

| ocated in an attai nnent zone for purposes of the Clean Ar
Act Conformty Rule. Finally, the proposal would not

di sproportionately inpact mnority or |ow incone

popul ations, and is in conpliance with Executive O der
12898 on Environnmental Justi ce.

9. | have reviewed the proposed reallocation of water
storage in Center Hill Reservoir and the Environnental
Assessnent in |light of the general public interest, and
have determ ned that the proposed reallocation to M water
supply does not constitue a nmajor Federal action
significantly affecting the human environnment within the
meani ng of the National Environnental Policy Act, as
anmended. Accordingly, | have concluded that preparation of
an Environnental |npact Statenment is not required.

Finally, having weighed the potential benefits that may be
accrued as a result of the proposal against the reasonably
foreseeabl e detrinental effects, | conclude that the
proposed water reallocation is in the public interest.

Dat e Steven W Gay
Li eut enant Col onel
Cor ps of Engineers
Di strict Engi neer



